Thomas Kearney
October 19, 1945 - July 11, 2022

Thomas Kearney, age 76, of McKeesport, died on Monday, July 11, 2022. He was born in
Pittsburgh on October 19, 1945 and is the son of the late Francis “Beans” and Pearl
Pierce Kearney.
He is survived by his sister, Doreen (the late Robert) Goetz of Fort Mill, SC; brother, Rick
(Marianne) Kearney of Wexford, PA; and nieces and nephews, Danielle (Christopher)
Herring, Robert (Carrie) Goetz, Regis Kearney, and Joseph Kearney. Tom was well loved
and known in the McKeesport and White Oak area where you would see him at different
activities and community events. He loved going to Veltri’s Pizza (now Patti’s la Cucina),
the White Oak swimming pool, helping to coach the McKeesport girls softball and
attending high school football games. He was an active board member for over 30 years
with Cerebral Palsy and traveled to Harrisburg as an advocate for people with disabilities.
He was also a member of the McKeesport Lions.
Family and friends will gather on Thursday, July 14, 2022 from 2:00 p.m. until 5:15 p.m.
with prayers following at Strifflers of White Oak Cremation and Mortuary Services, 1100
Lincoln Way, White Oak, PA 15131 (Sue Striffler Galaski, supervisor, 412-678-6177).
Burial will take place on Friday, July 15, 2022 at St. Mary Catholic Cemetery in
Lawrenceville.
Should friends desire, memorial contributions may be made to United Cerebral Palsy,
1501 Ardmore Blvd., Suite 102, Pittsburgh, PA 15221.
To share a memory or condolence, please visit www.strifflerfuneralhomes.com

Previous Events
Gathering
JUL 14. 2:00 PM - 5:15 PM (ET)
Strifflers of White Oak Cremation & Mortuary Services
1100 Lincoln Way
White Oak, PA 15131

Service
JUL 14. 5:15 PM - 5:45 PM (ET)
Strifflers of White Oak Cremation & Mortuary Services
1100 Lincoln Way
White Oak, PA 15131

Tribute Wall

JP

Tom was a great man. I know he spent literally half a century helping with
disability advocacy. His early years were trips to Harrisburg to explain the
importance of services for people with disabilities. In Pittsburgh Tom worked for
years as a member of the Committee for Accessible Transportation which really
helped fine tune the ACCESS paratransit system and Port Authority's buses with
ramps. I can just imagine Tom's reacting to Port Authority's changing its name to
PRT with a big smile and an incredulous shake of his head. Tom also served on
UCP of Pittsburgh's (now known as CLASS) many boards. This brings Tom's
story of advocacy full circle. His early years advocating for services is what
helped nonprofit human service agencies like UCP/CLASS grow and thrive. I
knew Tom, he made things better.
Jeffry Parker - July 16 at 01:49 PM

EK

I worked at White Oak EMS yrs ago. And Tommy always stopped by and said hi.
He was a very special person. He will be missed RIP Tommy!!!
Emma Kruczek - July 14 at 09:05 PM

Patricia
Costantini

I served on the UCP Board of Directors with Tom for many years. He was an
active, insightful, & important Board member. His sense of humor & smile always
had a positive impact.
Patty Costantini
Patricia Costantini - July 14 at 02:12 PM

TK

Tom was a fine man and a wonderful soul. He was a part of a long-running Mens
Bible study group where his winning personality often reminded us of the
importance of laughter. I absolutely loved his “never give up” attitude and his
unwavering support for all the McKeesport High School teams. Tom, I know you
are now dancing on streets of gold in heaven and rejoicing with Jesus. Thank you
for teaching me things about attitude, grace and perseverance.
Tim Kunes - July 13 at 09:09 PM



Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Thomas
Kearney.

July 13 at 10:53 AM

MG

I knew Tom thru UCP/CLASS when he would stop in for board meetings and
other events. He was always kind and asked for very little except a cup of coffee
or maybe unwrap something he had purchased to eat. I was always glad to see
him and help in any way he asked. It was usually to get his pills out of his
backpack to have with his coffee. He was always able to make his wants and
needs known and wasn't demanding but always polite. Tom was someone I
always looked forward to seeing and talking with. I was honored when he gave
me a copy of his autobiography.
Marcy Grupp - July 13 at 08:39 AM



Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of
Thomas Kearney.

July 13 at 12:45 AM

AJ

I remember always seeing Thomas in his wheelchair sun, rain ,snow or shine
going to veltres to get his dinner. I didn’t know him personally but he will always
be remembered.
Angelina Johnson - July 13 at 12:14 AM

SL

I'm going to miss Tom. He would come to all the fast pitch softball game at the
high school when my daughter played in 2010-2014. He would also be at the
adult softball game at Renzie Park. When my daughter was playing adult softball
he used to come to the dugout and cheer McKeesport on. I used to see Tom
coming and going from White Oak. I used to tell him I was going to give him a
speeding ticket for driving that scooter so fast. Tom was well know and so LOVED
by everyone in McKeesport. I really doubt it if there is a person here in
McKeesport who doesn't know him or have seen him. To was funny and loving.
When we talked I would always tell him, "be good" and his reply would be "I'll try
or you be good" Tom you were Loved my many and will be missed by many. Love
You Tom R.P.W.G.
I send my DEEPEST AND SINCEREST SYMPATHY
AND PRAYER'S TO HIS FAMILY AND FRIENDS.
Shawnda Little-Dreher - July 13 at 12:11 AM

