John F. Murtha
October 6, 2019

John F. Murtha, age 98, of West Mifflin, died Sunday, October 6, 2019. He was born in
Monessen, PA on June 30, 1921 and is the son of the late John B. and Gertrude C.
Soisson Murtha. He was a longtime Little League Baseball manager/coach in West Mifflin,
and a West Mifflin Volunteer Fire Company Chaplin and Officer. He was a charter member
of Holy Spirt Catholic Church, where he served as a Eucharistic Minister and Premarital
minister. He was a member of the U.S. Coast Guard during WW II and was a retired
electrician for the B & O Railroad and US Steel National Works. He is the husband for 73
years of the late Gloria E. Schankel Murtha, who died, August 29, 2019. He is survived by
sons, John M. (Mary Ann) Murtha of Chambersburg, PA, Richard J. (Pamela) Murtha of
Evans, GA, Mark D. (Katherine) Murtha of Clinton, PA, David T. (Debbie) Murtha of Avon,
NY, and Kenneth L. (Debbie) Murtha of Worcester, PA; daughter, Eileen L. Murtha of West
Mifflin; grandchildren, Bethany R. Murtha, Evan M. Murtha, Kelley A. Murtha, Allison L.
Murtha, Bradley A. (Jamie) Murtha, Jeffrey K. (Tara) Murtha, Matthew C. (Maddy) Murtha;
great-grandchild, Carson K. Murtha. He was preceded in death by brothers, Robert
Murtha; Thomas Murtha; sisters, Anne Kyle; Elizabeth Hebling; Rose Lemmert; and Alma
Joyce. Family and friends will be received at Striffler’s of Dravosburg/West Mifflin, 740
Pittsburgh-McKeesport Boulevard, Dravosburg, PA 15034 (412-678-6192) on Tuesday,
October 8, 2019 from 4 pm until 8 pm. Mass of Christian Burial will be held at Holy Spirit
Catholic Church, 2603 Old Elizabeth Road, West Mifflin, PA 15122, on Wednesday,
October 9, 2019 at 10 am. Burial will follow at National Cemetery of the Alleghenies.
Remembrances may be made to CatholicTV, PO Box 9196, 34 Chestnut Street,
Watertown, MA 02471 (1-617-923-0220). To share a memory or condolence visit
strifflerfuneralhomes.com.

Comments

“

Dad was and will always be the primary reason for who I am today! While I have
been blessed to meet thousands of people during my career NOONE has had a
more measurable impact on my life than my dad. His pureness was unmatched - He
believed in his lord first and for most ,his wife ( my mom) and his family and used
those beliefs to guide every action and decision he made . He was an extraordinary
person with a true gits of story telling and deep rooted love for everyone he met .
While he was influenced by his upbringing through the depression he was a
incredibly thoughtful and giving soul . GOD is lucky to now have him on his team in
heaven . I miss him every dad but know he is spreading his stories and bragging
about his beautiful bride to all those I heaven
Love your son
Ken

Ken Murtha - May 12, 2020 at 03:49 PM

“

I will so miss my Handsome Jack. I loved his stories and he loved swapping them
with my husband, a Navy vet. They got into some of the BEST conversations and I
just sat there and soaked it up!
I know he loved my Aunt Gloria with all he had. He still called her his "Bride". He
loved his children and grandchildren and all the assorted nieces and nephews and
had a lot of people he called friends.
We were all better for having known him. I will miss him terribly but am glad he is
with Gloria and his family again.
I love you, Handsome Jack!!! Forever and always!

Chere Weaver - October 12, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Uncle Jack was and is a loving, giving, wonderful man. His positive outlook and
tremendous love for his family and especially for his wife, Gloria, are examples to his
direct and extended family, and to so many more. We will deeply miss Uncle Jack,
but know that he is in a better place, with the opportunity to be together with Aunt
Gloria forever.

Rick Schankel - October 08, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I owe so very much to Dad just like I did to Mom. Their light will shine forever in my
heart and soul. I've tried to make them proud and will continue to do so.
Dad's commitment to service was unequaled. His entire life he served others and the
Lord.i saw it in his commitment to his own parents, his brothers and sisters, his wife
until her last days, his family and neighbors, his community through children sports,
the church, the volunteer fire company, and our country during war time and peace.
But most of all his service to his family and his Lord was always his priority.
I will always miss Dad and will be forever grateful for all the lessons, love, and
example of how to live, be a gentleman and make difference in this world. My love
forever your son, Rich

Rich Murtha - October 08, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I have So many memories of Jack over the last 6 yrs he enhanced my life. We luved
to get Reuben sandwiches after the doctors appts with Gloria his Wonderful wife. He
liked to see pictures of my grandbabies & I brought them to their house for
Halloween, we prayed, laughed & cried together. I know your safe & having the time
of your life in Heaven & I will Never Ever let you leave my heart. One of the last
things you said to me was "I Love You". I will always love you

Lisa Jean Finnigan - October 07, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

J
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